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TISSUE ENGINEERED CARTILAGE FOR DRUG DISCOVERY 


ABSTRACT 


[0061] A culture system and method for determining the effect of a test agent on the 

development, homeostasis or degradation of engineered cartilage tissue. The engineered 
cartilage tissue is obtained by isolating chondrogenic cells and culturing them to obtain 
chondrocytes in a cell-associated matrix. The chondrocytes and cell associated matrix are then 
cultured on a semipermeable membrane to provide the engineered cartilage tissue. The 
engineered tissue, or one of its precursors, can be contacted with the test agent to determine what 
effect, if any, the test agent has on engineered cartilage. 


